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Our faith endures in the midst of adversity

Dear Friends of CCM,
WOW! Who knew we would find ourselves where we are today. A lot has changed. Covid-19 
has impacted our lives in ways we never imaged. Even here in our ministry, everything 
looks different, but we have not stopped doing what the Lord calls us to do. Even with the 
challenges of this pandemic, we have offered Men’s and Women’s nights, Eucharistic adora-
tions, weekday and Sunday Masses, weekly small groups, faith formation nights, hiking, and 
camping trips, and many more opportunities for fellowship. CCM continues to be dedicated 
to the mission of helping students grow together into the saints they are called to be. Your 
prayers and support help us make this possible. To you, my deepest appreciation. 

Now as we slowly begin to welcome Autumn and Winter, we continue to experience 
change. The multicolored leaves have fallen. Every day gets colder and colder, soon it will 
be freezing. Change is part of our lives. It surrounds us. If we take the opportunity and are 
grateful, we shall indeed benefit greatly. As you and I continue to change so will this minis-
try of ours.  May we be open both individually and communally that God will continue to do 
great things through our openness. Therefore, may our lives give glory and praise to God.  

In the last issue of the Mustard Seed, I asked you to stay tuned for the date of our 75th anni-
versary celebration, tentatively planned to take place during the Spring Semester of 2021. 
Our plans are to still have some sort of celebration in 2021, but it may be postponed until 
the fall semester. It will all depend on how our situation continues with the pandemic. I ask 
for your thoughtful prayers that we may be able to celebrate in one way or another. 

Again, thank you for all you do. May you enjoy this newsletter, and the work done bring you 
some joy during these holy days. God’s blessings on you and your loved ones! 

 
Fr. Francisco Javier Reyeces, CMF
Director

Back to School 

  I was a “Roaming” Catholic, someone who doesn’t go to any particular 
Catholic Church but rather to many different ones. I am also a “Daily Masser” 

Catholic, one who goes to Mass every day of the week. Since I came to MSU, 
CCM has given me much needed communal stability. Especially since we 
started doing Monday Masses (thank you Father Bibin!), I seldom go to anoth-
er church—except St. Agnes on Saturday mornings—a uniformity I haven’t had 
in years. Going to one church, consistently, builds recognition and belonging 
in the community, something I lacked as I roamed from church to church. In 
the community here, I have built up my community with God: nowadays, you’ll 
find me engaging in our community by proclaiming the liturgy for daily Mass, 
singing in the choir for Thursday night Candlelight Mass, and attending most 
any event held by CCM with my newfound friends!         
                                                                                                                                                  -Peter Kershaw 



Staff Highlights

I have had the joy of joining the staff and students at CCM during such a unique time. As I 
began this mission during the Covid-19 pandemic, I found Christ reminding me that “If the 
Lord does not build the house, in vain do its builders labor” (Psalm 127:1). It is tempting to 
come in with a plan or agenda as to how the year should look. Yet, each day has unexpect-
ed adventures, and I am in awe of all the ways God is creatively revealing His love to the 
students and my own heart. Whether it is witnessing someone return to the faith or simply 
laughing with students over a cup of coffee, the friendships are drawing me into a deeper 
trust of God’s work during the uncertainty of these times. I pray that I can continue to let 
Him teach me how to surrender and let him build His kingdom in this community and in my  
own life.                                                                                                                  

-Sr. Agnes

Just a year in the US, many things came to me to be totally new and different. Yet, 
now that I’m close to four months here at CCM, I feel it so exciting to be here: great 
staff and inspiring students, cordial environment, lots of friends and fun and a lot 
to learn, a place of great welcome. Everyone I have come across here tries to make 
the lives of those around them awesome. Praise and worship, trips, men’s and 
women’s nights, praying, playing, planning, speaking, listening, sharing… enrich life. 
Proud to be part of this great, Christ- centered community.                                   

                                                                                                  -Fr Bibin Mathew CMF 



Emmaus Nights

Emmaus Night is a community time of prayer that offers a chance for praise and worship as 
well as adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. The praise and worship team has 
worked hard and provides beautiful music to help the CCM community worship the Lord! 
The name “Emmaus Night” was newly chosen this year to emphasize the encounter with 
Christ that happened on the road to Emmaus. This scripture focuses in a particular way on 
encountering Christ through the Eucharist (“the breaking of the bread” Luke 24:30). We pray 
that Emmaus Night will continue to lead hearts to be more in love with Jesus as they grow 
in their walk with the Lord.

“Emmaus Night has been such a great way to encounter the 
Lord through the Most Holy Sacrament. This is truly one of my 
favorite nights because students can come sit before our God 
and offer up praise and thanksgiving.”

-Claire Fraser

PAUSE 

PAUSE was a special event that focused on growing deeper in relationship with the Blessed 
Mother. There was a talk as well as small group time and the opportunity to pray a “living” 
rosary together. The living rosary allowed the students to vocalize their intentions before light-
ing a candle which, when completed, created a large candlelit rosary. This helped to foster 
praying for one another as a community as well as surrendering everything to the intercession 
of Mary. It was a joyful and simple afternoon of pausing together as a community to spend 
time with our Blessed Mother and one another.

I'm so glad I went to 
PAUSE! It was a great 
break from my schoolwork and 
responsibilities. Sister Agnes' testi-
mony really got me thinking about 
my relationship with Mary and her 
presence and love in my own life, and 
I got to experience that even more 
through our living Rosary!
-Megan Garbee



Outdoor Activities Leadership 

Taking a break around mid-term 
exams, we went to the Niangua 
River for a “Feast of Francis Fall 
Float Trip” on October 4th. The 
leaves had just begun to change 
and there was plenty of wildlife 
to be seen on the river.

This semester, CCM has been 
getting out and enjoying the 

fresh air and the beauty of the 
Ozarks!  

This year’s Peer Ministry team consists of 6 students from multiple colleges in the area.  
Although this year has looked different, the peer ministry team has been creative in finding 
new ways to engage students. One new program we have started is monthly men’s and 
women’s nights that have been very successful. In addition, this year our small groups are 
meeting hybrid style, moving between zoom and in person during this time of Covid-19.  
Many groups have continued to grow throughout the semester as students seek out commu-
nity.

“Being a small group leader is such 
a blessing! I love getting to know my 
group and growing closer together, 
while also growing closer in our rela-
tionship with Christ. It’s an amazing 
judgement-free zone in which we can 
dive into Sacred Scripture and truly 
hear what God is speaking to us. I’ve 
definitely grown in understanding and 
faith through leading my peers!”  
- Maria Dohack

“Peer Ministry has helped me to grow 
personally in my faith as I see the in-depth 
fruit of faith filled events!  Through social 
events, I have seen how we are built for 
community and how God works in this 
space.  I’ve been truly blessed to get to 
know the CCM community better through 
peer ministry!”  
- Elizabeth Knipp 

Back in August, we had our Fresh-
men Camping Trip on the grounds 
of Assumption Abbey in Ava, MO.  



Women’s nights

“Women’s nights are phenomenal. The environment 
is so life-giving, genuine, and beautiful. The com-
munity of women is Christ-centered and focused on 
genuine femininity, not on stereotypes or expectations.”
-Caroline Burke

Women’s Nights provide a space for women to truly come together and build each other 
up through authentic community as sisters in Christ. By encountering a transparent and 
joyful sisterhood, the women can experience how loved they are by God and what a gift 
they are to the world. This semester has already included a 1920’s themed party, testimo-
nies, small groups, bonfires and plenty of laughter. St. John Paul II summarizes beauti-
fully what Women’s Nights strive to teach. He writes that “In the light of Mary, the Church 
sees in the face of women the reflection of a beauty which mirrors the loftiest sentiments 
of which the human heart is capable: the self-offering totality of love; the strength that is 
capable of bearing the greatest sorrows; limitless fidelity and tireless devotion to work; 
the ability to combine penetrating intuition with words of support and encouragement.”  
We look forward to growing deeper in this truth as the school year continues!

Alumni Spotlight: Richard Middeke

I graduated from Southwest Missouri State University in May 1984. Do the math, that ends 
up being a long time ago.
During my years in Springfield, in addition to getting a BS in Accounting, I  also met lifelong 
friends, the best on earth. The most wonderful person that I met at CCM was Lynda Hanra-
han who later became my beautiful and awesome wife. I was heavily involved in Catholic 
Campus Ministry, even had a stint as a paid staff member. I can’t recall my salary, it seems 
like it may have been like $10/week, but that’s like $12 in today’s money! I served under the 
legendary Fr. Ron Stua and Fr. Len Brown. Life at CCM for me was really great and extreme-
ly impactful in my journey back to my Catholic faith.  Lynda and I have 5 sons ages 23-28). 
Two of our sons are in Springfield at this time, Luke is a student and has played guitar at 
mass at CCM, just like his dad, and Arick is on staff at CCM, doing a way better job than his 
old man did.
If my fellow alums haven’t gotten back to Missouri state, you gotta see the CCM facility 
there. It’s awesome and a far cry from the corner office at the Ecumenical Center we en-
joyed ‘back in the day’. Also, if you talk with Bev Franklin, don’t believe a word of any of the 
stories she might tell about me and Kevin Carmody!



Annual Report of Giving 2019-2020
$10,000+
Keith and Patricia Norton
Daniel Banasik
$5,000-$9,999
Kim Castelli
$1,000-$4,999
O’Reilly Family Foundation  
Allison & Bobby Leisenring
Michael and Colleen Merrigan
Charlie and Mary Beth O’Reilly
Anonymous 
James and Catherine  Moore
Greg DeLong
Knights of  Columbus Council 9533  
Dean and Mary Snelson
Michael and Jill Headley
Suzanne George
Emelie T. Roe Trust
Darwin Bickford
Curtis and Cindy Reichert
Nathan Pandolfo
James & Cheryl Ross
Tim Chudy
David O’Reilly
O’Reilly Autoparts  
The Wind 88.3
Steve Fowler
Walter and Kay Green
Andy’s Frozen Custard  
Claretian Missionaries USA Province 
$750-$999
Thomas and Paige Rankin
Andrew and Janice Peters
Kenneth and Sue McCrory
Springfield Catholic High School  
The Wooten Co  
$500-$749
Rev Francisco Javier Reyes
Haselhorst Apartments III LLC  
Robert & Robbyn Schoonover
Zack Ritter
Alex Shannon
Trevor Barreca
Mark Shockley
Kennon & Allison Kabbes- Cox
Keith Seiwert
Robert and Karen Masterson
John and Joan Miller
Teresita S Clevenger
Irene Zerr

Brett Jeffryes
Amy Blanco
Daniel Martin
Ben Henke
Scott Wampler
Our Lady of  Guadalupe Parish  
Ashley Horn
Neal and Sara Elliott
Fred Eck
Catholic Radio Network
Adorers of  the Blood of  Christ
George Mathew
Tom Walmsley
Tal and Rosalie O’Reilly Wooten Family Foundation
$100-$499
Heather and John Cleek
Mike & Patricia Maurer
Lloyd and Sheila Miller
Tricia and Donald Vogt
Dr. Russ and Pamela Detten
Mike & Ellen Finch
Bambinos Café
Springfield Underground  
Justin French
Otts Pasta  
Jumping Jacks Event Rentals LLC  
Arvest Bank
Barbara Bumberry
Dr. Nathan Bauer
PINE / Debra Moore
 Jackson Brothers of  the South
Cariann Dureka
Donald Paiz
Don Aripoli
 Kevin and Kristine Watt
Renee Bergeron- Anderson
Anonymous 
Bishop John Leibrecht
Timothy and Shannon Roth
Joe Wolinski
Xerox Document Solutions  
DeSales Catholic Bookstore  
Randy Arnold
Bug Zero / Ivan Eftink
Aasby Auto  
Beverly Franklin
Natasha Longpine
Vincent and Rachel Salomon
Paul Dale
David & Lindsey Roscoe

Eric Schlachter
Matthew Vienhage
James Coombs
Joseph Dalton
Al & Rebecca Hummel
Mike & Dr. Mary Burke
Jennifer McCall
John and Dorothy Prugger
Robert & Christine Haik
James & Jamie Brooks
B.A. and Liz Renkoski
Janet Smith
Thomas and Cathy Carter
Susan Jacobsen
Mike Flynn
Wendall Goodwin
Michael & Amanda Murphree-Roberts
Kathyn Charles
Ken and Faryl Rossi
Dennis and Michelle Knapp
Timothy J & Jill A. Gorman
Herman Lohmeyer
Philip and Brenda Taylor
William and Joelle Shockley
Paul Gray
Arlene Pittman
Timothy and Tammy Hand
Stephen Shipley
Leigh Dohack
Jim and Susanne Fraser
James and Lisa Heithaus
Shelby Kilmer
Nolan Shannon
George and Janice Marino
Doug & Pam Porting
Tricia White
Ann Griesemer
Mr & Mrs Robert Spell
Barbara Gansmann
Nicole Paden
Thomas Hartnagel
 Dave and Molly Rohall
Thomas Hays
John and Patricia Straus
Thomas and Lisa Heffron
Sallie Barreca
Bishop Edward Rice Kirk Banasik

Annie Morrison
Jim & Regina Wood
Kevin Massmann
Michael and Patricia Schneider
William and Shirley Maurer
 Sacred Heart Church
Troy & Kris Knight
Kris & Angela Johnston
Jeff  & Melinda Knapp
Rose Marie Fellin
Gregory Hoogstraet
Thomas Seiffertt
Carlos and Elizabeth Tomelleri
Eugene & Claran Aug
Arick Middeke
Richard and Lynda Middeke
$1-$99
Thomas and Geanie Margavio
Francisco & Barbara Berrios
Jerry Chin
Heather Schoonover
Michael and Barbara Nagle
Joanna Michael
Emmelia Landwehr
Asher Allman
Teresa Hurteau- Douglass
Christopher Mendez
Cleek Mary
Lisa MacMillan
Partrick Whitaker
William Hennessey
Todd and Stephanie Skornia
John Ratcliff
Randall & Dana Landwehr
Julie Rice
Janeth Lenz
David and Mary Kay Self
William and Cathy Driscoll
Richard Zummo
Becky Weigand
Todd and Debbie Randell
Steven and Judy Samson
Tim & Carrie Gaines
John and Barbara Martin
Christine & Dennis Beck
Bob & Joann Heath

We are incredibly thankful for your generous financial support. A great big thank-you to those 
of you who support us with a monthly, automatic, recurring gift. We rely on you as our primary 
revenue source to fund programs, events, supplies, and personnel. The following list recognizes 
over 270 donors who made a contribution to CCM during the fiscal year July 1, 2019-June 30, 
2020. 



Michaele Lopez
Roberta Bockman
Scott & Jeannette McKiddie
Karen Engler
Bruce and Yvette Jones
Glenn Green
 Dwayne & Betsy Cox
Robert & Indy Thornhill
Shayne Prock
Deloris Marie Evans
Mylene and Qurino Baguio
Russell Thoman
Henry and Mary Ellen Stratmann
Ed and Joyce Messerly
Jeanne Porting
Sarah Pittman
Kimberly Kantra
Vicki Owens
Dick Carson
Jennifer Telfer
Ann Schwartz
Whitney Cisneros
Gregory and Beth Shannon
Mary and P. Chris Stuckey
Jennifer Velten
Brenda Rizo
Warner Bullock
Masterson Brooke
Bob & Stephanie Cartwright
Mary Partlow
Patricia and David Dawson
Jerry and Colleen Garrett
Bianca Henson
Michael and Debra Owensby
Scott Buckman
Mary Morgan
Nancy Dusselier
Lizabeth Volansky
Brother Dan Magner
Carl Alcancia
Laurie Hill
David and Mary Ukena

Steve & Elaine Hobein
Ronald and Denise Essmyer
Lauren Barreca
David Brumfield
Bruce Waterman
Tina Kile
Dale and Kimberly Bruce
Robert Maddox
Larry and Mary Naeger
Thomas & Conetta Taylor
Patrick Soetaert
William Kliethermes
Paula Walker
Karen Trigg
Robert and Carolyn Bumberry
Dennis and Sheila Dove
Paige Farrell
Mark and Kelly Tighe
Mark and Margaret Bult
Patrick & Nicole Berg
Douglas A & Christine M.  Waltman
John and Patty Ford
Mark & Laura Bruner
Grant and Barbara James
Jacob Carron
Kayla Kroeger
Debra Zerr
Alex Gansmann
Steven & Lori Hicks
Katherine Radoch
Carla Castaneda
Emma LaMartina
Connor Macke
Skylar Spell
Linda Chorice
Patrick or Mary Haake
Samuel Tiedemann
Amanda Steckel

Bryan and Debra Forshee

Simple ways to leave a LASTING LEGACY:

Make a gift through your will or estate

Make a gift from your IRA

Make a gift that provides payments for life
Contact Bev Franklin at 
bfranklin@ccm847.org 
or (417) 865-0802
 

Super easy, secure way to give!

Save this “CCM Giving” number 
in your contacts for future giving.

Your support 
Your gifts of prayer, money, volunteered 
time, and spreading the word about this 
urgent ministry provides for formation 

and outreach. 

Want to give? 
Scan here!
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