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          “Our God is a God of surprises,” I have experienced it in these last 
months. One of my first surprise was to be assigned as a Director of CCM in 
June, a month after my priestly ordination. The fall semester has also been 
incredibly full of surprises and blessings. This is my second year here with 
the students and they continue to amaze me whit their faith and willingness 
to be courageous and share their faith with other students in our campuses.   
Our mission is to continue creating opportunities for the growth and faith 
development of each and every student for the good of the Church and 
society.  As well as offer space where our students learn to place Christ at 
the center of their life. In this newsletter, we offer you some of the 
experiences of the students: The Evangelical Training Camp, back to school, 
and awakening. 
           There is a lot to be done, please consider joining us in this mission! We 
are so grateful for your prayers and support that help us to make Christ 
present in the life of the students. 
Your contribution allows our staff and student leaders reaching more and 
creating a “home away from home” for those students that feel lost or 
unloved. I encourage you to consider making a gift to CCM, celebrate with us 
in our Christmas concert, or run Jack Frost for a good cause.  Your 
contribution is critical to our mission of sharing God’s love on MSU, Drury, 
and OTC. 
           Together, let us share with joy in this mission! 
           Thank you for your support. 
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My experience at the Evangelization Training Camp 
(ETC) was a meaningful one. Twenty students from 

CCM showed up in Carlinville, IL during our summer 
break in order to prepare spiritually for the upcoming 

school year.  ETC was a week-long training camp 
filled with talks, one-on-one discipleship, and 

bonding with my brothers and sisters in Christ 
through recreation. All the skills that I learned about 
discipleship have really helped me grow as a leader in 

my own campus ministry. If there is one thing that I 
will continue to carry with me throughout my life, 

it is to always be sincere and genuine in my connections with people. Without a genuine 
interest and care for fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, I will never succeed as a friend or 

an evangelist. I thank ETC for reminding me of this truth, and for giving me concrete 
resources to help evangelize at my campus ministry. 

-Riley Hirshey, Junior

Evangelization Training Camp

WELCOME WEEK



           We are excited to introduce Jennie Joy to you as our new Campus 
Minister at CCM! She has a bachelors in Intercultural Studies and Community 
Development, and worked overseas with social justice non-profits in South Sudan and 
Thailand before coming to MSU for a master’s degree in Child and Family Development, 
and joined our CCM family. 
           In describing herself and her vision here at CCM, Jennie said, “Jesus Christ is my 
dearest friend and deepest love. When I was a teenager, I fell in love with Him, and I’m 
never turning back. I’ve seen a lot of suffering, poverty, and war in the places I’ve lived, 
which feeds my longing to see the Kingdom of God invading earth through His Church. I 
want to know and be responsive to God like the early disciples were in the Acts of the 
Apostles. I pray for Holy Spirit to awaken our hearts to the Father’s will and His immense 
love in Christ Jesus. I ask Holy Spirit to empower me - and all of the students here at CCM - 
to be transformed by the Gospel and to be agents of change in our world - person by person, 
day by day. 
            This year, I’m focused on overseeing the small group ministry. I love that CCM is 
intentionally raising up students to lead other students in group Bible studies and in one- 
on-one formation. So far this year, we have 15 small groups with 133 students taking part. 
It’s an exciting thing to see, and it’s my hope that these students will taste the joy of the 
Gospel now and carry a living and contagious faith to their future parishes and families 
after graduation.” 

Meet our New Campus Minister

Fall Camping Trip

Cathletics Intramurals

"Cathletics is a great way 
to get closer to your 

friends at CCM while at 
the same time getting 

involved in college life"  
-Rachel Yaros, Sophomore



Annual Report of Giving 2017

Catholic Campus Ministry Advisory Council



"Thank you to all of the 
donors who have 

contributed to CCM. It is 
because of you that we 

can offer great events and 
make CCM feel like home 

to so many students at 
MSU, Drury, and OTC." 

 -Tony Carr, Junior

Newsletter Editor: Emilie Satgoski, Junior



Halloween and Day of the Dead

I had the privilege of being behind the camera during the 67th Awakening Retreat at CCM.
 Looking at each photo from the weekend, it is evident that joy radiates from every individual.

 This joy can only come from Christ Himself.
With 60 new Awakeners, 35 staff members, and countless people praying for the weekend, our

hearts were so full.  Most of the Awakeners came as strangers, but everyone left as family.
 Sophomore Alex Steen said: “The retreat led me to finally finding my home away from home

amongst a great support system I now consider family.”  
 Through witnesses given by peers, small groups, praise and worship, Adoration, Reconciliation,

a lip sync battle (featuring Fr. Javier) and so much more, this weekend was truly remarkable.
  As freshmen Joseph Aulbach said, “I was moved by the Holy Spirit in a way I hadn’t experienced

before.  I think I am finally beginning to realize what this is all about.”  All it took was saying
“yes” to Christ for one weekend. Imagine the endless possibilities that will come from it if we

continue to say yes.
-Rachel Essmyer, Senior

Awakening 67

"United in Christ and Mary or 
Unidos en Cristo y María is a 

community of international and 
ethnically diverse people that 

share our tradition and faith and 
learn more about the Catholic 
Church." -Whitney Cisneros, 

Senior

Day of the Dead Presented by UCM



Homecoming 2017

"I really enjoyed my first 
homecoming! It was super 
fun to have so many events 

to take part in, and I 
especially enjoyed 

participating in Yell Like 
Hell and making new 

friendships through that!" 
-Lauren Barecca, Freshman
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